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Will a young Real Salt Lake star
be one of MLS’s summer sales?

RSIs Diego Luna could attract offers from abroad if he performs well at the Olympics.
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WILL IT HAPPEN?
Thiago Almada,

Once again, we're reserving
a section just for Thiago Alma
da. who may set a new outbound
transfer record in MLS

Once in. unfortun
there’s nothing new to report

Atlanta United still prefers to
keep Almada, but if a big enough of
fer comes, Almada will be free to go,

ffers still have not arrived

form has not been to
al standard this year, but
he still has enough talent and ped
igree to command a huge fee, Al
mada may increase his visibili-
ty when he captains Argentina at
the Olympics this summer.

OLYMPIC HOPEFULS
Duncan McGuire,
Orlando City

ely

After two deals to Blackburn
Rovers fell through in bizarre cir
cumstances this winter, Duncan
McGu till & player to watch

wve already started to
come in. Blackburn recently trav-
eled to the United States to reig
talks (as promised in the win-
ten), and Polish club Legia Warsaw
tted ‘ning bid to Or-
cek. That bid, howev-
er, wi anywhere near Orlan-
do’s valuation of McGuire, There
is interest from other clubs in the
EFL Championship beyond Black-
burn, too.
Orlando made a new, long-term
contract offer to McGuire and will
try to keep the center forward
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Jack McGlynn has been one of
the Philadelphia Union's top per
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has been interest of vary

No offers ha
t's unclear how
take for Philly to
immediate sale. The
k to structure a deal
he winter. much like
Brenden Aaronson (to RB Salz
burg) and his brother P:
onson {to Eintracht Fr:

Real Salt Lake att: Diego
Luna opted to sign with the club
om USL in part because of the
pathway they laid in front of him

RSL owner D;
ership of several clubs in Europe
and the club believed they could
help Luna get there.

Nothing concrete has presented
itself just yet, but interest abroad
remains. He turned heads at the
U-20 World Cup and has another
chance on the world's stage at the
Olympics this summer.

Luna, 20, has more than 100
fessional appearances between

axy center back Jalen
Neal is one to watch, particular-
Iy with his contract expiring in 18
months.

» New York Red Bulls left back
John Tolkin has had admirers
abroad. This summer (or winter)
be the time for him to go if the
is right.

» Columbus Crew goalkeeper
Patrick Schulte has been linked
with severa! Premier League chubs;
though it may be a bit eagly for the
to depart in his second season as
astarter.
lanta United left back Ca
ley may have the most po-
tential in this group and has plen
ty of clubs aware of his talent, but
he has been careful to choose the
right next step rather than jump-
ing at the first offer.

TIME TO MOVE ON

Not all outbound transfers are
cause for developmental celebra-
tion. Some clubs will be trying to
unload underperforming players if
they can. In MLS that's particularly
important to balance the salary cap,
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Chicago Fire

Chicago Fire attacker Xherdan
qiri is out of contrackat the end
s season. In his third full y
he United States, it's clear the
1 worked for player or
ri has 16 goals and 13 as
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< playoffs during his time here
and they have only 10 points after
14 matches this year.

If there isn't interest elsewhere,
the Fire's sister club, FC Lugano,
outlet for several play-

this summer, even if it may be dif-
ficult for FC Cincinnati to find a
suitor right now

vid Blitzer has own-

The club was already ready to
cut ties and move on from the
striker before his jaw was bro-
ken in ion at a bar a few
s had his moments
in MLS, but has also been sus-
pended by both Cincy and the Ga-
bon national team

Cincy paid $7 million for
Boupendza. They are unlikely to
receive anything close to that fig-
ure back in a deal to send him out
and open a DP spot. Another com-
plicating factor is that Boupendza
has alr 0

t could afford his
 acquisition costs,
has nine goals and
four assists in 31 matches for Cincy.
He's still recovering from the bro-
ken jaw. It's possible he's played his
last game for the club.

Giacomo Vrioni,

England Revolution

underperforming at-
king DP. Giacomo Vrioni is un-
der contract with New England
through next season. He has been
a regular in the starting X1 this
season, but hasn't contributed
enough; just two goals in 11 ap-
pearances, to bring his total to 15
goals and four assists in 58 appear-
ances with the Revs.

New England spent around $4
million to sign Vrioni from Juven-
tus in the summer of 2022, follow-
ing the departure of Adam Buksa.

Talles Magno, NY(FC

It feels 0dd to group the 21-year-
old Talles Magno here, but he just
hasn't started consistently, wheth-
er due to injury ot tactical deci
sions. The talent is there for Mag-
00, but his value will continue to
depreciate the longer he sits on the
bench. The 21-year-old has played
only six minutes this season before
being out with injury. He's been an
unused substitute in each of the
club’s last four games

With all the options NYCFC
has in attack, perhaps the best out-
come for all parties would be a move
abroad. Last summer, Bologna made
a loan offer, but NYCFC were only
interested in a straight sale.

Emanuel Reynoso,
Minnesota United

Emanuel Reynoso once again
had an extended, unexcused ab-
sence this year after doing the same
In 2023. A separation is coming this
summer, one way or another

The Athletic reported on Tues-
day that Liga MX side Club Tijua-
na are in advanced talks to sign
Reynoso. No deal is done or agreed
vet, but talks are advanced.
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